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City of Santa Rosz .
P. 0. Box 1.67_8 S5 _
Santa Rosa, ealifom;g“ 95403

Desr Mr. Beilin:

Forsusnt to the rmest of Assigtant City Manager Gharlea Cate, it win bhe
wy pleasure to try to sssfst your city by rélsying {tformation as ta how
the City of Ventiira ratorrad &m-old bugh:ad amtery iato e beautiful

me.mm:ial parlc.

After the completion of ouy. buut.tficacian proj.eet, I reqmtcd city gtaff
to interview all those involved so there would be & récord for ‘future réf-
erence. A copy of that Téport :Le included io the sat:erial I have cmpﬁa&.

The City of Whittder was also interested in our project and the Same- coop~
eration was extended to their peopla. Today' they :qnally enjuy the. bédury

of a restored emwcy

In reading. thu repon; 2 is imyartant to uot:e. that ‘many of the qriginal
ideas were eventually changed. I will attempt to review some of the high--
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?UBLIC RELATIONS

~ Announce well g adm«:e in 811 local publicatiuns tha plans-the
city has in beautifying ao’ ‘old ceuetery u pa::t: of the bicentennixy)

year,
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- Cotitact ag mauy of t:he relntives af the people buried that you can
locate and &plain your projer.r: plans. :

s X ¥
v g

- Post signs at the cemetery m:plaining your project.

. -~ Coatact all of your local churcbes rTequesting support or agreement
wit:h your project.

-~ -Have the local press keep the public infomed 85 to your prégress
'dutiug the restoration, .

" -~ Announce that no graves'will be disturbed.

- POsT Office BOX 99 « ventura, california - 93001 [805] 6487881
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PUBLIC RELATIONS (Continued)

Remember that the C@ete:y is ‘gacred grmd.

Most important 18 to keep & low profile of activitiés during
ru:bra!:ion.

-

TOMBSTONES

- 'rtu'.s porciau of che pmjact can become a nighmwe.

~ Remember, the State of California Qontrollet's office requixes you
to store the tombstones for seven years.

= I found their office most cooperative.
Store the tonbstones in a ‘c’e;ciar‘ea dArea :fmt:-v impoéfmt)'.
- Do not nfll or give my & single stone, except to reldtives.

Announce that relatives can pick up theiy tombstone at the storage
dren.

~ Make &1l relstives sign a receipt for any stone picked up.

~ After seven years you dre required to bury, the stonés nog claimed
by relauvex. e - : ' ¥

%

- Do Bot dauvet gny atonu to relatives, but: us:uu: them at the :
storage area. , .

- You will be deluged w:u:h requests from citizens to utilize the &
tombstones after- the sevén years. - 'I'hey want them for art woik, ;_‘-“
walls, patios, etc,, but the ooly anewer i$ to hury them 2ad stay 7
ocut of trouble. : 4

Do not offer to place the tombistones flush to the ground, but
guarantee a marker at the grave sit.

You may run into problems with the concrete base below ground that
supports the tombstone. Some of the bases:are larger than the
tombstone and you must be caveful 4n removing 1t or you will discurb
the grave. This is when people thought we were remwing bedies, go

again I say he carefui.
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TOMBSTONES (Continued)

- Record every existin.g stone on i engiteering grid as yun ‘might have .
a request for a stone that: does nat exist.

-~ Many stones were -'a'to_ih_z_: &nd. m_xs: be g0 recordeéd.

~ I stored the tombstones: asd above ground bases, but all of the peri-
méter plot mz:lcm were rmvgd and buried. .

* Lay-out' 2 grdd of the entive cemétersy pri;m: to removing the. firat:

8m¢' /

Keep a. ¥ile system an every: ‘stone in the cemétery maqge& in
-alphabet{ésl order.

CRYPYS ‘ABOVE GROUMD

- Row you are in a super semsitive-grea..

-_‘ We had sfx -c’rypt:: 4n our émtcry.

~ No matter how diffoult Lt is you wust contact 3 relative of the
decessed ‘before you can énter ‘a crypt. TIn one case I settled for
s gixth cousin in orde:' to get pmsion.

& explaiued ‘to- the x:elat:ivc that ﬁw city desire& I:o mm the :
‘ renaing, plede the remiiuns in & Coderete Vault; refiove the ' cryp:
and bury the vault in the exact locitfon-of the erypt.

=1 drder to guaranteée that the assigmment would be conducted with
diguicy, : & wolnnteamd to pauouzily peérform the task and to photo~

graph the sejuence of events.

The-photographs proved rhat t:be.

remafng weve butiad u: the sm su:e.

Photographs taken:

1.
2.
3.
&,

Opening the vault
Removing thé remains
Placing the remains in a concrete vault

Lowering the vault into the new grave

This t:aok positive thinking and I highly recommend that this work
‘be performed by & local funeral establishwent.
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CRYPTS: ABOVE GHOUND (Contfnued)

Tu order to keep & low profile only oneé crypt was enteted per week.

If 1 saw any cameras the project was cancelled (the press was sble to
obtain culy one pict:u::a of ‘a vault being lowered into the gtouud).

It ‘took less- t:han five minutes ﬁrm the time a crypt was entered and’
the 1id ¢losed ou the vault.

A1l phocograpbs ‘taken during thi.s vital periocd were mmed over. to
the- city Clerk and remain on file. .

GRADING, IRRIGATION AN LANDSCAP NG

1

The Park Departmént was: rupml&la for the entire project and as .
Superintendent -of ‘Parks I sdived azs éoordinator throughout the -

réstoration of the cmt:ery.
Remember, put cn'e-.pérsan. in total charge of the proﬂeet:.

Qur Landscape Advisor was respousible for the liandscape design and
the grading, frrigation, seeding, shrubs, ﬂmrs and treé planting

were inhouse.
b 1

A ?lnht an abundance of t_tm in o:&ar to. p:evient ball games- of any

type to také place.

Flant all treés in the original cemetery ruadways (not over graves).
Irrvigation ;:ysc_am should b‘gﬁt}tﬁt&ghic.

Select graceful trees for aesthetic appeal. |

The landscaping should be designed for low maintenance.

GRAVE: MARKERS

-

-~

After considerable discussien it was decided to place a suitable
matker on the graves of only those families making such a request.

‘There zre approximately 2,300 graves in the cemeteéry and a marker
for each grave would have amounted ro a considerable cost.

I hove had sbout thirty requeésts for warkeérs in tem years.
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GHAVE MARKERS (Comtimied)

Tha grave markers sre made of black granite 6" x 12" x fo" listing
name, date of” birth and desth only.

Permission to placé tombstofiés flush to tueground was denled.
‘The marker must be sfichored in concrete or vandsls will havl them
off.

- The es't’indé“a’d cost: of each wmarker was $20.

AY1 markers were made at a mrﬁy somuental . conpady txeiag thar:.r
~aurp1ua material, bat not from our. cemetery. :

‘No reason why you cannot salvage granite plot markers foz futu:e
grave markers.,

: ~ Your Enginesying ~Dei:artme'nt can locate any grave- from their grid.
. |
et ‘Place all markers in the same direction and ‘locate them close to
the original t:onbstcne.

~ Place a 2" coneréte border avound the marker to: ptatacc the stone
from mower reels and jedger blades. ;

g

‘MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

Years later pressure will be generated to convert this greea open
space into a park and guarantee to the relal;i.ves of the people
burded that this will pot take place.

Have your City Council dedicate the completed project as a
Memorial Park, to remaln elways as open spade.

I have enclosed the project report and s collection of materisl that night
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be of adslstance to your future extiting development. .

; Evety time I drive by.and observe this beautiful Memorial Park I fael a
sense of pride in our department's contribution, dedicated o the mo:y

: of s0 many c¢irizens of Venturd.
Any further asaist:am T.can offer, plesse feel free to ask.‘

Good ‘Tuck,

Edward R\. nu;n:on
Superintendent of Parks

: ERL igk
e e Charles Cate, Asgistant City Mindger
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